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Report Highlights: 
On October 9, 2008, the first case of Avian Influenza (HPAI) H5N1 for 2008 was confirmed 
on a commercial poultry farm near Goerlitz/ Saxony, close to the boarder to Poland.  
Whether this is the highly pathogen strain of H5N1 is still being investigated.  Nonetheless, 
as a precaution, the State of Saxony has established protection and surveillance zones.  In 
addition, all 1,400 poultry on the farm were destroyed.  The source of the infection is still 
under investigation. 
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UNCLASSIFIED USDA Foreign Agricultural Service 

On October 9, 2008, the first case of Avian Influenza (HPAI) H5N1 for calendar year 2008 
was confirmed on a commercial poultry farm near Goerlitz/ Saxony, close to the boarder to 
Poland.  Whether this is the highly pathogen strain of H5N1 is still being investigated by the 
German reference laboratory Friedrich-Loeffler-Institut (FLI).  Results are expected to be 
announced by the evening of October 10, 2008.  Nonetheless, as a precaution, the State of 
Saxony established protection and surveillance zones1 even before the determination of the 
final test results.  In addition, all 1,400 poultry (thereof 700 geese) on the farm were 
destroyed.  The source of the infection is still under investigation. 
 
FLI may consider revising its AI risk assessment, depending on the results of the tests,.   
 
The previous HPAI outbreak in Germany occurred on December 25, 2007, on a non-
commercial backyard farm in Brandenburg.  
 
Related reports: 
Report  Title Date released 

GM7060 Germany AI update: Two more cases on small non-commercial 
poultry operations 

21/31/2007

GM7059 Germany AI update: New case on non-commercial poultry operation 12/19/2007

GM7055 Germany AI update 12/12/2007

GM7040 Germany AI: Outbreak in Commercial Duck Farm 08/27/2007

GM7030 Germany AI update: Total Number Rises to 240 Wild Birds, One 
Goose on Backyard Farm 

07/13/2007

GM7025 Germany AI Re-Appears in Wild Birds 06/25/2007

GM6015 Germany AI confirmed in a Commerc ial Poultry Farm - Consumer 
Reaction Limited 

04/07/2006

GM6011 Germany AI Update: AI confirmed in cats and suspected in a beech 
marten 

03/10/2006

GM6008 Germany AI update: 127 cases in wild birds none in domestic poultry 03/02/2006

GM6007 Germany AI among wild birds reaches German mainland 02/21/2006
GM6005 Germany AI Confirmed in Two Dead Swans in Northern Germany 02/16/2006
GM5042 Germany Avian Influenza Update: Free Range Chicken Allowed 

Outside Again 
12/19/2005

GM5035 Germany AI-Threat: German Poultry Must Stay Inside - But Only in 
Certain Regions 

09/12/2005

All cited reports can be accessed through: 
http://www.fas.usda.gov/scriptsw/AttacheRep/default.asp  
 

                                        
1 As a result of a reported suspected HPAI case, routinely, a 3 km protection zone is 
established for 21 days and a 10 km surveillance zone for 30 days.  In the protection zone  
- transport of birds, poultry and poultry meat is prohibited,  
- birds and poultry have to be kept indoors, 
- commercial poultry farms may only be entered by farm personnel and vets,  
- mats with disinfectants have to be placed at the entrances and exits of poultry holdings, 
and  
- cats and dogs are prohibited from roaming freely. 


